SURVEYORS
EXHIBITED COURAGE,
DETERMINATION,
INTEGRITY, AND
INGENUITY IN THE

HEROIC FEAT OF
MEASURING MICHIGAN
FROM 18151853,
THEIR WORK
RESULTED [N GLOBAL

IMPLEMENTATION OF
INNOVATIVE METHODS
OF LAND MEASUREMENT
AND OWNERSHIR
THE HISTORY OF THE

SURVEYING OF THE
BASE LINE REVEALS
THE COLLISION OF
FOUR CONTRASTING
CONCEPTS OF “PROPERTY:

NATIVE AMERICAN,
EUROPEAN ARISTOCRATIC,
COLONIAL AMERICAN,
AND JEFFERSONIAN.
FROM THIS EMERGED A

ERASTUS INGERSOLL
FIRST NOVI SETTLER
1825

VILLAGE OF NOVI
1958
CITY OF NOVI
1969

NEY, UNIQUELY AMERICAN
SET OF PRINCIPLES
WHICH PROFOUNDLY

SHAPED OUR LANDSCAPE,

LAWS, AND WAY OF LIFE.
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N 42° 26 8"
W 83° 32" 57"

" GRAND RIVER AND THE
RAILROAD: CONNECTING
NOVI WITH THE NATION

FUERST BARN
AGRICULTURE: THE ORIGINAL
FOUNDATION OF THE NOVI

NATIVE AMERICAN
PROVERB

TREAT THE EARTH WELL:WE DO
NOT INHERIT THE EARTH FROM
OUR ANCESTORS, WE BORROW IT

FROM OUR CHILDREN.

COMMUNITY
)3
EUROPEAN ARISTOCRATIC COLONIAL AMERICAN JEFFERSONIAN
METES AND BOUNDS METES AND BOUNDS IMMACULATE GRID
OWNERSHIP BY I1MPERIAL DECREE
OWNERSHIP BY HEADS OF STATE *..THE SWAMPY MARSH LAND OF “...T0 PROVIDE BY EVERY
“T0 BE OUR ROYAL WILL SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN WAS POSSIBLE MEANS THAT AS FEW
AND PLEASURE™ SLOWLY TAMED, TURNING INTO AS POSSIBLE SHALL BE WITHOUT
SOME OF THE MOST FERTILE, A LITTLE PORTION OF LAND. THE
PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURAL SMALL LANDOWNERS ARE THE
KING GEORGE 101 CENTERS IN THE TERRITORY. MOST PRECIOUS PART OF
1763 WILL DURANT THE STATE.
THOMAS JEFFERSON
AGRICULTURE NOT ONLY GIVES SURVEYOR, 1790

RICHES TO THE NATION, BUT

THE ONLY RICHES SHE CAN
CALL HER OWN. L
SAMUEL JOHNSON
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THIS OBELISK IS THE THIRD

OF A SERIES TO BE ALIGNED

NEAR MICHIGAN'S BASE LINE.
2011

BOUNDARIES, PEGPLE
CREATE COMMUNITY”
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“SURVEYORS CREATE ‘3

COASTING THE BASE LINE
BRTIST f,eir s

NovI
HISTORICAL COMMISSION




